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government of Red China knows more about a clandestine
U.S. military operation abroad than cur’ own State De-,
partment, it suggests, to put it mildly, that a most dan-:
gerous communications flaw exists in our national security
: operation, - - _ = '
! The veport that civilian American fliers were in combat in
i Afriea against Congolese rebels came out of Peking Sunday. It was .
* flatly denied by the State Department Monday. But on Tuesday the -
;department reversed signals and . -
-said the Peking report was sub.
stantially true. )
The cxplanation” for this cm-
.:.,h:u'rassing switeh only empba«
i sivcs the messed-up, way ihe fed-
.. Peral bureaueracy oftcn operates.
- 1Tt appears the State Department,
. iwhen first asked whether the
7T  Red China charge was true or,

false, quericd a cerlain “chan-
“nel? ik the Central Intelligence
t Ageney, .
¢ The” presumably “solid” infor-
i mation came back from ihe hush-
'hush source, that no Amervicans
Lwere engaged in combat in_the
I Congo. e
| The State Department decided
1 to be even wore caveful. It asked
‘for a recheck through the same
CIA . channel. The word came -
haek that all that was known, -
cor could be told, was that the
wired American fliers were train- ..
ing Conge pilots to fly F-28 xe- '~
conaissance planes recently
supplied: to  the hard-pressed
government forces. The Ameri-
cans might have participated im -

Jobn McCone
The CIA' best administrator

Tuesday when it checked another division of the CIA, Pcking wos

© American civilians pavticipated in a )
{eredited with saving Congolese forees.from a disastrous rout by i
~rebels in Kive Province. :

Obviously, the CIA, now headed ,bykthc best administrator jt
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veconnaissance missions, but that was all, . . s
But this wasn't all, as the State Department found cut oa |

right. And today, of course, the State Department elaborated. Four |
“gne-shot emergency mission” :

ever had, John McCone, is considered by the State Departinent wholly
responsible for that communications® snafu.
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agency when eaught with your own pants down,

the wrong ClA channel, it was made to look yvidieulous. It is oue

charee at the CIA in October,
would rather give State the wrong steer than the real MeCoy.
There has heen a constant ¢lash belween agency operatives and
the department’s hoys. The latter think
of our foreign policy maneuvers sbroad and think the CIA is txying -
{0 take over the real trouble spots in-a éneaky, clandestine sort of -
way. : T g )
The U.S. Embassy
privately blam zZ £o
« Nam, and vice versi. = - . . .
The apparent ignovance of Stale on what was solng on surd |

crowd in"Saigen, for example, has always

This js novmal operating procedure—pass the, buck to t‘n‘é:sp:,f '
We don't oo entively for State’s explanation of how, by tapping "

guess that, despite all McCone has heen able to do since he tock !
1061, senie of his most capable agents -

they should run all rhases -
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The Secret Y. 8. Effort in the Congo

The CIA would certainly deny it, ag it is requived to, but 29
ne ago as January, 1963, it was clear to most interested diplo
atie souvces here that were acling to bolster the Congo govern
hent’s military power ‘on o ¢landestine basis, .

We recall that shtortly after the veturn of the ransomed Baj
£ Pigs prisoners from Cuba, it was revealed by certain anti-Castr
uban flers in an interview here that g soimiewhat sccret U.§
fort was underway in the Congo. )

One of these flicys, who had been picked wp at sea aiter ih
ay of Pips fiasco, was kept under wraps in a CIA hideout wnii
1e prisoners had been released. ' -

He rveported that some his fellow fliers had. found jobs in 1k
ongo, and Je had a letter from one reporting that the same o}
went who had Dbeen aclive in the training of invasion troops 3
uatemala had turned up in Leopoldville. -

One of these Bay of Pigs veterans, Manuel Yenabaz, identified
he CIA agent transferred-to the Congo as Frank Bender. Ancihe
isagreed and said it was “Max,” an agent with a German zaeren
'ho specialized in psychiatrie tests for the reeruits training ¥
vatemala, :

Mystery Man of ihe Bay oF Pigs

. Ijendcr is a real mystery figure. He was a key operative in 1h
aining of exiles for the Bay of Pigs and, according to some «
ie prisoners released Jater, led them to believe that U.S. air suppe:
wuld be depended on if neessary to wake the favasion succescin]

In the eavly stages of ilic invasion plan Bender veally had 4
oak of seerecy wrapped arcund him, He told such exile leadar
s Manuel Artime that he was not conneeted with the T, 8, wevern
ent in any way. He was only working for “a big aud poweids
mpany” willing {o spend a ot of money to free Cuba frow iy
ommunists. !

That is the wndercover way taat a CTA agent lkes 10 operntd
1d that the agency likes to have him operate. It is p‘.‘o‘o.".'l'].\' T
ie sort of way (hat the operation in the Congo has been earricd ond

If 50, it would explain why the CIA is reluctant Lo il the Bint
epartment what is happening, unless the squeeze is really pui o

And it should not pe forgoiten ihat American civitian fder
ave been used befove in just the combat way they were useld

Ri5h76-00449R0001 0034000416 vere 1Ncd |
hunteer flights at the Jast siages of the Bay ¢f IMus invarion
et 1o ﬂ;l&s',.df.\}’ this, hag, nok. becomre oificial, evea 3 the fact

g hneWi -




